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ESCRIPTION ¢

(Check. One)
] Excellent [J Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed

CONPITION
(Check Oneg) (Check One)
[ Altered Unaltered ] Moved Origing! Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Laura Ingalls Wilder House was built with a series of additions to
a one room house constructed by kr. and Mrs. idlmanzo Wilder in ca. 1895.
By 1896-97 two rooms were completed. Additions were made during the
followiny years, the final one in 1912, ({lir. and lrs. L. D. Lichty,
Curators of the Laura Ingalls Vilder Home, information in a letter to
the Missocuri State Jjlistorical Survey and Planning Cffice, June 20,
19639, The major part of the construction was done by Mr. Wilder.
Building materials were from the surrounding farm, oak for the beams
and boards, and fieldstone for the chimney and foundation.

EXTURTIOR

The house todzy is a white frame structure of irreguiar plan. The
walls are clapboardad. Only the original room and one small corner
room on the southwest remain one story. There are two primery roof
divisions, a north-south ridsge roof with an extended eastern slope,
intersected by an east-west ridge roof with an extended soutihern slouve,
There is a dormer window on the northern slope. Subsidiary roofs in-
clude the front porch, a shed roof on the north porch, a ridse roof
coverin: the rear one story section and a small two-slope shed roof
covering the one story corner room at the scuthwest corner.

There are three chimneys. One on the south slope of the w»rimary roof,
another on the south slone of the rear secondary roof and the third,
the exterior stone firevnlace on the north wall, which is centered on
the gable end.

The front of the house faces west. The main block steps forward to
the west. The central entryway has & porch with s-tuare wood columns
at the corners supporting the three-slope shed roof. 7“he low railing
about the porch is sheathed with clapboarding ideatical to that of the
house., There are double-hunz sash windows on the first and second
stories on either side of the entry with a single large pane in each
frame,

Recessed from the west facade and projecting to the south are itwo
levels., A southwest corner roofed room of one story and adjoining
it to the east, a two story addition. One sguare window with one
light faces west in the corner room. COne smaller square window with
a sinzle light on the second story facing west is identical to a
series of nine alizned on the second story of the scuth wall at the
same level. On the first flcor of the scuth wall there are three
sash windows with one over cne lights. To the east of this addition
and recessed north of the plane of the south facade is the one story

-
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol O Education [ Pelitical £] Urban Planning
3 Prehistoric [} Engineering ] Religion/Phi- £) Other (Specify)
{"} Historic [ industry ' losophy

[} Agricuiture {7 Invention [} Science

3 Architecture 1 Londscope [} Sculptere

[ At Architecture [} Social/Human-

[0 Commeice Literature itarian

{J Communications 1 Military 3 Theater

[] Censervation L1 Music [} Teansportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Laura Ingalls Wilder House is historically significant as the
residence of Laura Ingalls Wilder, famous children's literature
author. Beginning her writing career at the age of 65 in 1932,

Mrs. Wilder wrote The Little House Series of children's books while
residing in this modest homestead in Southwest, Missouri., The Little
House Series tells of Mrs. Wilder's life on the frontier as her fam-
ily homesteaded in Wisconsin, Kansas, Minnesota, and South Dakota.
The books, (Little House in the Big VWoods, Little House on the
Prairie, etc,) illustrate the struggles and hardships as well as

the joys of pioneer life encountered by lLaura as a young girl betweén
the ages of five and eighteen (1872-1885). Mrs. Wilder's books are
now considered International Classics and have been translated into
26 languages. ('"Missouri Women in History, Laura Ingalls Wilder,"
Missouri Historical Review, 63:417, April 1969.)

Born near Pepin, Wisconsin, on February 7, 1857, Laura Ingalls married
Almanzo Wilder on August 15, 1885 near De Smet, South Dakota.
(William T. Anderson, laura Wilder of Mansfield, 1968, p. 1.)

Because of drought and fires on the Dakota prairie, Laura and Almanzo
Wilder left their homestead and journeyed by covered wagon to Mans-
field, Missouri, in 1894%. There they bought 40 acres of land con-
taining apple trees and a spring which they named Rocky Ridge Farm.
(Laura Ingalls Wilder, On The Way Home, 1962, p. ?7.) Within two
years, Almanzo finished a one room frame house. OQOther rooms were
added over the years making a total of ten rooms in 1912. The houss
was built by the Wilders entirely from materizls on the farm; ocak

for the ceilings, walls and floors, and stones for the fireplace and
foundation. (William T. Anderson, Laura Wilder of Mansfield, 1968,
p. 4.) The house is now maintained by the Laura Ingalls wilder Asso-
ciation of Mansfield, Missouri. {(Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lichty, Curators
of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Home, information in a letter to the
Missouri State Historical Survey and Flanning Cffice, June 20, 1959.)
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STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), ! hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certlify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended ; - - - -
T ¥ e Harion ar o i Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [ Local [
Date
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Josevh Jaeger, dJr. '
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7.

LAURA INGALLS WILDER HOUSE

original structure. On the south wall of this structure there
are two windows with a single pane of glass in each frame. The
screened porch at the southeast corner continues across the east
(rear) facade.

On the east end of the house are gabled ends of two asymmetrical
ridge roofs each with an extended southern slope. One covers
the one story structure, the other the two story addition. The
east gable wall of the two story addition has two square windows
(continuing the series from the south wall), a rectangular win-
dow with one cver one light and a door to a balcony which no
longer exists.

The north wall has three progressive recessions. The two story
section to the west projects farthest north. It has a large
stone fireplace with windows on either side at both stories.
These windows are double-hung with a single pane of glass in
each frame. The center section has a dormer which breaks the
north slope of the east-west (rear) ridge roof. The dormer has
two sash windows, one over one lights.

The partially screened porch below has a lean-to roof. The
easternmost section is the one story original structure. It has
two windows with one over one light on the north wall.

INTERICR

The interior plan reflects the irregularity of the additions.
On the first floor are six rooms (the living room has a small
adjoining library) and bath. The second floor has a hall and
three rooms.

The fireplace is faced with three large stones found on the farm.
Handhewn oak timber from the farm was used for beams, stairways
and paneling.

The home is in excellent condition. The decoration is preserved
as it was at the time of Mrs. Wilder's death in 1957.
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Mrs. Wilder received numerous awards for her writing achieve-
ment. In 1942, she was the recipient of the Harry Harman Award
given by the Pacific North-west Library Association., In 1943,
she was awarded the New York Herald Spring Book Festival Award
and in 1955, the Children's Services Division of the American
Library Association established the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award

to be given to an outstanding author of children's books.
Libraries are named for her in Detroit, Michigan; Pomona,
California; and Mansfield, Missouri. ("Missouri Women in History,
Laura Ingalls Wilder," Missouri Historical Review, 63:417, April,

1969.)
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3. "Missouri Women in History, Laura Ingalls Wilder," Missouri
Historical Review, 63:417, April, 1959.

4, Wilder, Laura Ingalls. On The Way Home. New York and
Evanston: Harper and Row, 1952.
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(@] common: Laura Jnmalls Wilder House
— AND/OR HISTORIC: [/
— 12 LocATioN T
U TREET AND NUM BER:
One mile eanst of Mansfield on U.5. Business Route 69

: CITY OR TOYN:
o Nutl, Sil, Section 22 - Townshivo 2801 ~ Ranze 154
"- STATE: CODE COUNTY: CCDE
- . Missouri 6570 ok Uricht [ 229 ]
— [3.MAP REFERENCE B

SCURCE;

U.5.G.8. 7' guadrangle "Mansfielgd"

w sCcALE 1: 24,000
W (DATE: _1951
- l4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required,
2. Neorth arrow.
E 3, Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITEDSTATESDEPARTMENTOFVTHElNTEmOR ‘ ‘ state
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | ¥issouri
¥ NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY
' Wright
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v {Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
o common: Taura Ingalls Wilder House
— Janosor nistoric: Rocky Ridge Farm
= |2 LDCATIO T
9]
- - One mile east of Mansfield on U.S. Business Route 60
CITY OR TOWN:
o Hilh, S&4, Section 22 - Township 28N - Range 15W
- STATE: CoODE |COUNTY: copE
v Mlssourl 65704 Wright 229_
=z B.PHOTO REFERENCE oo 05 o0 7 B T e S
- F'H'bTD<:REC“Tlr?c>naCLd Walker, State Hlstorlcal Survey, Missouri State Park Board
DATE oF PHoeTo: October 11, 1969
1w Ecamive FILED aT:  Missouri State Park Board, P.0O. Box 176 :
w — . 1?04 Jefferson Bulldlnﬁ. Jefferson Citv. Mlssourl 65101
vy |G IDENTIFICATION . e . ST

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIQECT[ON ETC.

From the north, view to the southeast corner of the living room. The
stairs and beams were constructed of handhewn ozk timber from the farm.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
v : Wright
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

NAME:

common: Taura Ingalls Wilder House :

12:1

ano/or HisToRIe: Rocky Ridge Farm

STREET AND NUMBER:

One mile east of Mansfield on U.S. Business Route 60
CITY OR TOwWN:

NWé, SEé, Section 22 - Township 28l -~ Range 15W

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE

Missouri 65204 _ 724 I N erght R 229

B.. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO cREDIT:Ronald dalker, btate Hlstorlcal ourvev, Hissourd otate Park Board
oaTE OF PHOTO: Qctober 11, 19§9
fEeaTive FlLEe AT: Missouri State Fark Board F.0. Box 176

[4: IDENTIFICATION

_ 1?04 Jefferson,Bullui__ Je{ferson City, Mis

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC

From southeast, view toward northwest corner of the living room. It
was Laura Ingalls Wilder's wish that the three large stones found on
the farm be used as facing for the fireplace which is located on the
north wall.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri
#3 COUNTY
NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES rd oht
. wrilo
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAFPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY MUMEER DRTE
=z 11.':'?“,»5\.?',‘;_5”3 e IR
1 = gommon: Taura Incalls Jilder House
\ —_ AND/OR HISTORIC: Rocky Fidse Farm
U STREET AND NUMBER:
- One mile east of Mansfield on U.5. Business Route 60
CITY CR TOWN:
& _ Nilll, S8, Section 22 - Townshin 26N - Ranre 19
- STATE: coDE [COUNTY: CopE
v Lissouri 65704 2k Wright _ 229
P E" CPHOTO REFERENGE fi o 0 vl po i D T D i e T T e B T
— PHoTO cRECIT: Jonald Walker, State Historical sSurvev, lNMissouri State Park Rosarp
bate oF PHoTo: October 11, 1960
I NEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State TFark Board, P.0O. Box 176
1w 1204 Jefferson Buildine, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
o 1B IRENTIFICATION T DR
: CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. From southwest, view to the northeast. TFront
(west) facade at left, south gable end wall at center. The west and
south walls of the rear (east) section are right of the south sable end
wall. Chamber inside the series of 9 windows is a2 combination bedroom
and studioc.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STaTE

itr NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) _ Hissouri

Y NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES eouNTY

. \Vright
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY ‘
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) CRTRY NUMBER oATE
z " . o K 4
o COMMON: T aprg Inzalls Jilder House
— AND/CR HISTOR!C: ROCkV R‘:df—.‘_ﬁ‘ Farm
~ [2: LOGATION LT T baeantes
u STREET AND NUMBER
- One nile east of Mansfield on U.5. Business Route 60
CITY OR TOWN:

o= Nibh, SEh, Section 22 - Township 28 - Range 154
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
v Vﬂ%»ouri 65704 2& “rlvht
-~ P PHOTO REFERENCE. R L e .
- FH°T°CRED”“Pon?TQ alhér, btﬁfp {1btmr1c37 Survev, lissouri otate FPPk Board

i oaTE OoF pHoTo: Ogtober ]_]_ ]__96Q
L NEGATIVE FILED AT 11550111"1 State FPark Board, P.0, Box 176
W 1204 prferson Puilding Ta Jefferson Clt Missouri 65101
oy |40 IDENTIFICATION = o S

DESCRIBE VIEW, PIRECTION. ETC. From the west, view to thP east. Front facade.

The projecting main block was the last addition to - the house, completed
ca. 1912. The recessed one story structure on the south is a studio.
Visible behind it on the south wall is the upstairs studio-bedroom.
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Wricht
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entties - attach to or enclose with photegraph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
© CoMMON: Taupa Incalls Wilder House
— AND/OR HlSTORI(: :‘oc‘v{v Qljpe faT‘“‘l
~ [2. LOCATION - S i
U STREET AND NUMBER
= One mile east of Fansfield on U.3. Business Route 60
CITY OR TOWN.:
o Nl 550, Section 22 - Township 28N - Range 15V |
I~ STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CoDE
v _ Missourd 65704 24 Wright 229 }
= B.oPHOTOREFERENCE v 0 oo o0 o oo om im0 0 T il e e e e
. PHOTO CREDIT: Rpnald ‘awipr‘ State Historical Survew, Missouri State Park Board P
DATE OF PHOTO: (etoher 11 ;g]ng ‘ 3
L - Wecative fiLep AT issouri State Fark Board, F.0. Box 176
9] A 1?04 aefiprqon ﬁuildinm, JeffErson Citv, Misaouri SlOl
v .@,.;._'iDENT!FICATIDN i : gRa e B e
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC. From n01tn, view to the boutn. To tnp threme
rizht is the porch of the front (west) facade. The fireplace on the
gable end of -the north-south ridge roof was constructed with stones
zathered from the area. Behind the screened porch are the dining roomn
and music room., To the extreme left is the original one room constructiong
the wnmresent kitchen,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ) Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
Wright
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY HUMBER DATE

S

NAME

comMmon: Tanra Ingalls Wilder House

CLOCATION.

AND/OR HISTORIC Rockv R:Ld Farm

STREET AN UMBER:

One mile east of Mansfield on U.S. Business Route 60
CITY OR TOWN: '

NWi, SE4, Section_22_~_Township 28N ~ Range 15W

STATE: copE |counTY: : CODE |

B. PHOTO REFERENCE ©

Missuri 65704 [ oh 1 weigne  le2y |

PHOTO CREDIT: Ronald \Ialker- State Hlsmﬁw;m_ﬂm_&m
naTe oF PHoTo: Ogtaber 11, 1969

pNEsaTIiVvE FILED AT: Migsouri State Fark Board, P.O. Box 176

[ IDENTIEICATION ©

lEON Jefferson Bulldlﬂ?. Jefferson CltY. aigsouyi 765101?‘d

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION ETC

From northeast, view to scuthwest. DMr. and lMrs. Wilder built the cne
rocm structure to the left shortly affer they moved to Mansfield in
1894, Other rooms were added between 1894 and ca., 1912. The final
addition was the two story addition to the extreme right. ’
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
7 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -
Wrirht
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAFPH FORM FOR KPS USE ONLY
. . DATE
w (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photegraph) ENTRY NUMBER A
= goMmoN:  Laura Inp:a_lls Jll((er rIouse
— AND/GR HisTorIC: Hocky Rldve 'a.rm
| U STREET AND NUMBER:
- One mile east of Mansfield on U.3. Business Route &Q
CITY OR TOWN; .
(e 4 Wi, SEY, Section 22 - Tounshinp 28N - Range 15W
| STATE: CODE [COUNTY: | cooe
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DESCRIBE ViEW, DIRECTION, ETC. rr‘om the east view to tne Webt- The one story
room with the gable end of the east-west ridge rcof is the orizinal struc-
ture, now the kitchen with a screened porch. Chamber inside the second
story with the gable end of the east-west ridge roof is a combination
bedroom and studio, a later addition.
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